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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information, contact:

Chris Kokalis, co-owner and general manager

(651) 210-5617 / ckokalis@lacrossespartans.com

Spartans Add Five Players to Roster Including Belleus
The La Crosse Spartans announced five additional signings to the team’s roster. The players signed will attend the team’s training camp, which begins in February. A roster of 45 can be carried into training camp with a cut down to 21 active players by the time the season starts in March.  

Joining the Spartans are four defensive players, including CB Walner Belleus, CB George Carpenter, CB Louis Armstrong, and S/WR Cedrick Dewberry. The team also signed offensive lineman Joe Lara. Belleus played the 2009 season with the Rock River Raptors of the Continental Indoor Football League where he led the league in interceptions with seven. "These guys will add some leadership to our franchise," said Chris Kokalis, Spartans General Manager. "There is still a lot of work to be done, but I strongly believe we are heading in the right direction in building a championship caliber team."

The Spartans will continue with team tryouts as they head to Minneapolis for a tryout on November 22nd at the National Sports Center in Blaine. Registrations are currently being accepted for that tryout through the team’s website www.lacrossespartans.com. 
Walner Belleus
Belleus began his college career at Dodge City (KS) Community College (2002-2004) where he was named First Team All-Conference as a sophomore. He recorded nine interceptions and three touchdowns in two seasons. He then went on to attend the University of Iowa for his final season. Belleus was a member of the Rock River Raptors of the CIFL during the 2009 season. He led the league with seven interceptions last year.
George Carpenter
Carpenter, a native of Sandy, Utah, began his collegiate career at SNOW Jr. College in Ephraim, Utah, were he played linebacker, strong safety, and long snapper. After two seasons with the Badgers, he transferred to Concordia University in Mequon, WI. While at Concordia, he earned a three-year letter, first and second-team all-conference awards and the Defensive MVP award for the 10-0 Falcons’ 2006 season. “Carp” has had professional indoor stints in the CIFL with the Milwaukee Bonecrushers in 2008 and the Wisconsin Wolfpack the following year. 
Louis Armstrong
Armstrong attended Campbellsville University where he was an All-American wide receiver, defensive back, and return specialist.  After college, Louis went on to play in the CIFL, playing with the Milwaukee Bonecrushers in 2008 and the Rock River Raptors in 2009.  
Cedrick Dewberry
Dewberry played college ball for Evangel University where he was a three-year starter. While with the Crusaders, he was a two-time All-American at safety. He recorded over 100 tackles two years in-a-row while grabbing 15 career interceptions. An interesting note about Dewberry is he was also a standout baseball player and was regarded as a MLB prospect, being drafted in the 27th round out of high school.
Joe Lara

Lara attended college at Florida International University. After college, he began his professional career with the Rock River Raptors of the CIFL. He was one of the top offensive lineman in the CIFL last year, consistently winning battles in the trenches, having notable games against the league’s best team, the Chicago Slaughter, now a member of the IFL. 
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